Transition Towns Open Space
Transition Towns Invercargill held an open space meeting on Wednesday 20th May.  A wide range of issues were discussed and actions suggested.  Below is a record of the notes made. 

Renewable transport/ fuels

Transition energy options

Solar – US 100th of 1 per cent 8 years ago.  At high noon if we captured a fraction of a percent of the available energy this would supply the energy needs of the globe for a full year.

Wind – Huge potential for clean renewal energy. What about visual/ noise pollution

Wave/ tidal – Site dependent. Huge potential. 

Geothermal – not so much in Southland

Biomass – methane; ethanol

These energy mediums are available today to power the globe without polluting the atmosphere

Fossil fuels = centralized power & environmental destruction

Regional public transport network

More use of cycleways

Biomass gasification

Create ammonia from resources to use as fuel

Local food networks and systems & water

Sustainable healthcare

Southlands advantages

Productive land

Access to the coast

Rainfall

Gardening knowledge

Agriculture/ horticulture skills

Large home sections for a garden

People are hardier/ tougher

Encourage more local food production & information on how food affects health

Support farmers markets – wholesale as well as retail

Labeling of food is really important – origin as well as content – Can we approach Tim for support for a Southland Made TM label.  Will support local jobs

A model permaculture garden

Provide info on permaculture to garden centres 

More public water fountains & better filtration of public water in people’s homes
Housing – heating insulation

City planning – schools; communal living; small communities
More neighbourhood contact

Barter systems

Community centre – local shops/ market

Transport

Water collection – drinking; other e.g. for washing

Cycle paths

Invercargill day/ party

Play streets with seats for people to gather

More native wild spaces for insects etc

Food producing areas for communities

Local biogas production from waste

Composting toilets

Grey water systems

Water meters with incentives to minimize use

Decentralize transport & infrastucture to keep smaller centres going

Community projects

Southlands advantages:

1. Flat terrain – cycling/ walking

2. Soil and weather good for agriculture

3. wind – localized power

4. wide roads

5. train lines already exist

6. friendly people – good mayor – Tim

7. Strong sense of community in most areas

8. relatively manageable population

9. rain water supplies for irrigation

10. green spaces 

Clusters which relate to each other:

Eco-community

Local community centres

Gardens

The limits to growth by the ‘club of Rome’

Move away from farming to gardening – more diversity

Humanure – resource rather than rubbish

Centralised heating systems (one boiler for several households)

Building the transition culture – e.g. arts; music; belief

Aggressive change/ orchestrated groundswell

What is aggressive change?
Aggressive change – purposeful action towards a goal

Weltswartz – leading to positive vision – fight for your vision if you believe in it

Claim your space if you’ve worked for it

Set up different models – people should put aside differences to get behind a leader

What do we need to do to achieve this – what works for business people?

Agree a vision and work towards it – or allow everyone to have their own vision? A night to talk through different visions

A shared piece of land.  Land = power/ opportunity for action

Where are the children in this discussion

We need to sacrifice some rights and freedoms – think communally

Action – commit to take one aggressive action towards your vision of transition towns and report back

Alternatives to “growth” concept

Our economy is built on growth – i.e. profit

Growth for whom?

Why do we need to expand monetarily?

Subsistence in our society is viewed as poverty

Sustainability – is growth sustainable?

Economic growth is often, but not always, dependent on natural resources.  E.g. Ireland – knowledge economy

WE need a resource based economy – environmental integrity (no money)

Barter economy

Depopulation/ stable population; responsible procreation

How we are living is not sustainable

More intelligent management of earth’s resources

Education about living within the means of the environment

Change of role models/ people we look up to – who do we see as “wealthy”

Start small communities that are based on a different model

Each start to try and take small steps outside the money economy

Decentralize power – show powerful people that there is a different way

Make links with others doing similar things around the world

